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Intereſts of Britain, 


iN REGARD TO 


A M E RI CA. 


HEN we take a general ſur 
vey of the political ſyſtem, we 
may obſerve, that tho' the 

events which give riſe to the cauſes are 

fortuitous, yet that the great revolu- 
tions of human affairs are founded on 
unerring principles. Tho' liberty, or 
abſolute power, in a nation, is owing, 
| A 3 perhaps, 


3 
perhaps, to the appearance of a certain 
man at a particular time; yet a good 
government never fails to inſpire that 
vigour and activity which make one na- 
tion ſuperior to another, that far exceeds 
her in population and extent. 77 
In the earlieſt records that deſerve the 
name of hiſtory, Aſia was the principal 
actor on the theatre of the world. She 
was then indeed probably in her ruins: 
ſhe bore the marks of former grandeur: 
| ſhe was populous and wealthy, and the 
arts and ſciences flouriſhed in her in a 
degree ſuperior to the reſt of the world: 
but as ſhe was arrived at the laſt ſtage of 
great nations—an extenſive deſpotiſm—- 
it did not require the ſpirit of divination 
to foreſee, that ſhe muſt become a prey 
to Europe, which began to ſhew that 
maſculine ſpirit, which is the characte- 
riſtic of nations emerging from barba- 
riſm. As the conqueſts of Alexander left 
her in the ſame ſituation; ſhe again fell a 
victim to the power of Rome, Since the 
all of Afia, ops, excepting the con- 
queſts 


1 


queſts of the Saracens and the ravages 
of the Tartars, has remained miſtreſs of 
the world. She has for ſome ages made 
the other parts of it only miniſters to 
her greatneſs. But another power, pro- 
ceeding from herſelf, will ſoon appear, 
if not to eclipſe, at leaſt. to ſhare her 
glory. The degree of its grandeur will 
depend in a conſiderable degree on ſe- 
veral of the nations of Europe, who 
are deeply concerned in its conſequences. 
Of theſe, Britain ſtands the firſt, both in 
reſpect to her own intereſt, and to her 
influence in the new world: our paſt 
and future conduct therefore, in reſpect 
to America, demands the moſt mature 

conſideration. | 51 
The triumphs of laſt war are ſtill 
freſh in our memory : the bold and 
daring genius of that great man, whom 
we called upon to preſide at our coun- 
cils, led us to glory and victory: the 
wounds he had given our enemy, and 
the ſpirit he had infuſed into the na- 
tion, continued us in the ſame track, till 
A 4 'C his 
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his ſucceſſors concluded that infamous 
peace, in which they ſacrificed the in- 
tereſt of the nation to the continuance 
of their own power. But even after 
ſo great a ſacrifice, they found them- 
ſelves unable to retain it; and aban- 
doned it to a ſucceſſion, each, if poſ- 
fible, weaker than the former. Un- 
der adminiſtrations of arbitrary prin- 
ciples, who, among a free people, could 
not deny themſelves the pleaſure of gra- 
tifying their private piques, we ſaw 
ourſelves, during ſeven years, inſulted by 
the enemy we had humbled, and ex- 
hibited a ſcene of anarchy and eonfu- 
fion which every Briton ought to wiſh 
may never be repeated. Happy was it 
for Britain, that, during this humiliating 
æra, ſhe was not attacked by a foreign 
enemy. | 

They at laſt yielded the helm to a 
young miniſter, who undertook to wea- 
ther the ſtorm they had raiſed. Our 
domeſtic tumults, under a better g0— 
vernment ſoon ſubſided; but their bad 
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conduct had left a latent flame in our 
forenſic dominions, which was not ſo 
eaſily appeaſed. 8 

Our late expenſive wars had embar- 
raſſed our finances to ſo great a degree, 
as to require taxes burthenſome to the 
people, even in time of peace. Our 
colonies were already a flouriſhing peo- 
ple, and increaſing in a rapid proportiorf. 
The adminiſtration had demanded from 
them a quota for the expences of the 
empire; but this the coloniſts refuſed, 


unleſs the reſtraints were removed from 


their trade. They reſolved to take by 
force what they could not obtain by 
perſuaſion ; but the oppoſition was ſo 
violent, that their ſucceſſors gave it up 
without a diſpute. The conduct of 
the adminiſtrations that ſucceeded ; laws 
enacted and repealed, and impotent in- 
ſults offered the colonies, forwarded 
the troubles that have ſince diſtract- 
ed the empire. The preſent miniſter, 


though much ſuperior to his predeceflors, 
adopted the plan of bringing America 


to 


[ ww 
to an unconditional ſubmiſſion. This 
effected the preſent rupture. He has 
ſent numerous and well-appointed ar- 
mies: armies fully equal to the pur- 
poſe ſor which they were intended, 
and who might have ſucceeded in all 
their undertakings. To what then can 
their want of ſucceſs be owing? It is 
becauſe the adminiſtration never de- 
clared their real intentions in reſpect 
to America: the coloniſts were too wiſe 
to throw themſelves on their mercy. 
Their armies were led by men who knew 


that the conqueſt of America, by the 


vaſt undue influence it would give to 
the crown, would be as deſtructive to 
the liberty of Britain, as to that of 
America: they ſaw, that no offers of 
accommodation were made, that could 


promiſe any permanency: they have 


therefore protracted the war, till that 
event is rendered impracticable. 

Let us not any longer amuſe our- 
ſelves with the thoughts of the conqueſt 
of America. It was only poſſible while 

ſhe 
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ſhe was unacquainted with the art of 
war, ſtood ſingle without any ſupport, 
and was divided within herſelf. She 
has now acquired experience; ſhe is 
aſſiſted by powerful nations, and the 
people look no longer towards Britain. 
The men of ſenſe in America took 
the lead in the preſent conteſt, that 
their government might be fixed on 
ſuch a baſis, as would enſure her future 
greatneſs; they will never return to 
their former connection, unleſs their 
liberty is ſecured beyond a recall. 

Ihe ſpirit of all our tranſactions with 
America has hitherto been, to preſerve 
our influence over her as long as we 
could by force, on the ſuppoſition, that 
ſhe muſt ſeparate from us as ſoon as 
ſhe attained to ſufficient power. It is 
an imputation thrown by the enemies 
of liberty on a free government, that it 
is incapable of retaining foreign poſ- 
ſeſſions. Of a republic, it may be true; 
but, upon examination, it will be found 
that ours is the only form of govern- 
= ment 
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ment that is capable of uniting differ 
ent dominions, to the advantage of all 
the conſtituent parts: An arbitrary go- 
vernment has no tie on them, but fear ; 
when that is removed, by an acceſſion 
of ſtrength, their revolt is inevitable. 
Our executive power is a ſufficient bond 
of union for the greateſt and moſt diſ- 
tant nations. We have hitherto divided 
America, to keep her weak; let us now 
unite her, to malte her great. Let us 
not fear her ſtrength; in augmenting 
her's, we ſhall add to our own : we may 
form out of her great nations, attached 
to us by the ſtrongeſt and moſt durable 
ties; mutual liberty, affection, and in- 
tereſt. e 

Though a liberal turn of thinking is 

a diſtinguiſhing charaQteriſtic of our 
countrymen, yet a moſt ſordid attach- 
ment to preſent advantage has been the 
line of our conduct as a nation. Though 
we know that magnanimity is a moſt 
bewitching attractive, we act as if we 
thought that nations of freemen can on- 
ly 
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ly be influenced by fear. Buried in 
our immediate, we loſe ſight of our 
future and great intereſts. 'The very 
conception that an iſle can preſerve, for 
any length of time, an inffuence by 
force over a vaſt continent beyond the 
Atlantic, is abſurd; the taking ad- 
vantage of her preſent ſituation, would 
only be ſhewing her an example, which 
ſhe would not fail to imitate when the 
became our ſuperior in power. If we 
ſecure her to ourſelves, it muſt be by 
a confederation on equal and generous 
terms, that will be for the advantage of 
all, let what branch ſoever of the con- 
federacy become the moſt powerful. 
No offers from Britain have been in any 
degree adequate to ſo great an object p 
but let us propoſe ſuch as are, and I 
am perſuaded America will break the 
alliance ſhe has contracted. The colo- 
niſts know, that their preſent eſtabliſh- 
ment 1s unequal to the views that Ame- 
rica ought to entertain; that their fu- 
ture fate depends on the iſſue of the 


preſent 
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preſent diſtractions; that they cannot of 
themſelves: form a good government, 
nor effect the neceſſary changes on the; 
face of the continent ;, that. there is 
ng; other nation that can give. them * 
tende enn nor with — _ 
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It:is a 0 which. * never jane! 
fallen to the lot of any:nation, much leſs 
any great empire, after the cool delibera- 
tion of years, totally to alter and new mo- 
del their political conſtitution.: = this, 
with the conſent of America, is now in 
our power. We haye a vaſt continent- be: 
fore us, to which we may not only 
give laws, but model its government, 
and aſſign the limits, of the nations, of | 
which it ſhall be compoſed. Let us, 
on ſo great an ocgaſion, act becoming 
a people who have. been diſtinguiſhed. 
by the names mn, and of free- 
ne 1 ENT PER 
The original end of government is 
to promote the -happ ineſs of- mankind ; 
. this, 


is... 

this, not-cofiſtitutions or precedents, is 
the; touchſtone by which it ought to be 
tried. The eſſential qualities. to this 
| purpoſe are liberty, ſtability, and vi- 
gour. Experience has ſhewn, that the 
two extremes, of popular government 
andiabſolute power, are almoſt equally 
remote from true liberty: to produce 
true liberty, the different ranks of people 
muſt each have a check on the other. 
The Britiſh conftitution is the beſt that 
has hitherto been deviſed, and will with 
the greateſt facility be adopted in Ame- 
rica; it ought therefore to be made the 
baſis of theits. * Ss 

A too ſmall, or a too large 1 
are, equally. deſtructive of liberty. In 
the firſt, the ſubject is harraſſed by every 
petty . tyrant ; the laſt always ends in 
abſolute power. The tate of ancient 
nations may have ſhewn us, and expe- 
rience has taught the, Americans, . that 
{mall governments cannot have any ſta- 
bility. It is in the power of every de- 
magogue, who can inflame the minds 


of 
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of the people, to bid defiance to the 
government. They lie at the mercy 
of every powerful neighbour ; their 
views, like their power, are contracted, 
conſequently bury the moſt exalted fa- 
culties of the ſoul. 

The principles of commerce have 
been ſo long obſcured, by the multitude 
of falſe ſhades thrown over it, that it 
is difficult to revert to thoſe on which 
it is originally founded; but I believe, 
when it is analyzed, the advantage it is 
of to a nation will be found to conſiſt 
ſolely in the increaſe of induſtry. I will 
venture to aſſert, that in the preſent 
confederation, no reſtraint is neceſſary, 
but to give the commodities of the dif- 
ferent branches of the empire a prefe- 
rence in the others, by a duty on fo- 
reign commodities. 

We have laid the foundation of a 
vaſt empire, let us not alienate it from 
us, by an attack on that liberty we taught 
them to revere. Have we forgot that 
freemen cannot be governed by fear, that 

they 
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they muſt be led by affection? Have we 
forgot that the coloniſts are the deſcen- 
dants of thoſe men whoſe blood pro- 
cured us the liberty we enjoy ? I have 
ſeen them in the loweſt ebb of their 
fortune, and their ſpirit was worthy of 
their anceſtors. If we proſecute the 
war with them, we effectually promote 
the ends of our enemies. We ſhall 
cement America with them. We find 
her ſufficient to employ all the forces 
we can ſpare from a defenſive war on 
our own element; ſo that they are left 
at liberty to make uſe of every oppor- 
tunity that accident or miſconduct may 
give them. We ſhall be gradually to- 
tally exhauſted, and deprived of our fo- 
reign dominions; and retain only the 
mortifying reflexion, that we are but the 
ſhadow of our former glory. If we ef- 
fect an union with America, we ſhall fix 
our power upon a foundation that can- 
not be ſhaken ; ſhe will lay open to us 
the mines of Potoſi, and ſet free thoſe vaſt 
countries where the Houſe of Bourbon 
B exerciſe 
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exerciſe their tyranny, to furniſh an 


endleſs ſource of wealth to Britain while 
ſhe remains a nation. | 
The true cauſe of the decline of na- 
tions, that frivolous; ſpirit of over-re- 
finement, the ſource of effeminacy and 
mediocrity, and enemy to the great, 
has already infected the court, and even 
appeared in the camp; but the genius 


of our people is yet untainted ; —if the 


preſent miniſters are unequal to the 
taſk, aſſume your native ſpirit, and call 
forth thoſe men who will lead you to gran- 
deur. Never, ſince the commencement 
of the annals of mankind, was ſo great 
an object under their conſideration. The 
time is nearly arrived, when a great part 
of the world muſt put on a new face; 
it remains with you to determine, whe- 
ther the new world ſhall raiſe you to 
za degree of power you have not yet 
known, or deprive you of the ſources 
of wealth you now poſſeſs, Let me 
conjure you to throw aſide that trifling 
and narrow ſpirit which mult inevitably 


end 
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end in your ruin: follow the track that 
the intereſt and glory of Britain require, 
and when, in the revolution of human 
affairs, ſhe ſhall paſs away, empires of 
freemen ſhall rife from her aſhes, to 
convey her fame to the lateſt poſterity. 


The following, which we are well 

aſſured would be received by America, 

is ſubmitted to the conſideration of the 
public, as the baſis of an union. 


I. That the Britiſh empire, as well 
eaſtern as weſtern, ſhall be one 
people, and mutually entitled to 
all liberties, immunities, and pri- 

6 vileges whatſoever. 


IT. That the Britiſh weſtern empire 
ſhall hereafter be divided into four 
great governments, as follows : 

The government of Canada, to be 
bounded by the preſent limits of 


that government, from the bay of 


9 


1 Chaleur to near Lake Champlain; 
$ there by a line running between 
4 B 2 Crown 
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Crown Point and Ticonderoga, 
and from thence along the middle 
of the Allegany ridge, till it touches 
an eaſt and weſt line run through 
Sandoſki ; from thence by that line 
to Sandoſki; from Sandoſki by a 
line to touch the moſt ſouthern 
part of Lake Michigan, to run 
from thence along the middle of 
that lake to the falls of St. Mary's 
from thence by a true north line, 
*till it touches the northern ridge, 
and from thence by it to the ſea. 
The government of New England, 
bounded by Canada 'till it touches 
the preſent Penſylvania line ; from 
thence to be bounded by the pre- 
ſent limits of Virginia and Mary- 
land, to the ſea. 
The government of Virginia, bounded 
by New England, the middle of 
the Alleganies, and the river Apa- 
lachicola. 
The government of Virginia Ultra, or 


Florida, 


[-2r.;] 
Florida, bounded by Virginia, the 
Miſſiſſippi, Ilinois river, Canada, 
and New England. 


ITI. That the Britiſh conſtitution 
ſhall be the baſis of that of all 
theſe nations, and ſhall be in every 
reſpect conformable to it, except | 
where by the act of confederation 
declared to differ; to conſiſt, like 


ours, of the King, Lords, and Com- 
mons. 
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IV. Each ſtate to make ſuch laws as 
they think proper, for their inter- 
nal government ; provided they are 
not inconſiſtent with a free repre- 
ſentation, the habeas corpus, trial 


4 by jury, and a free toleration of 
4 religion ; which, being unalterable 
q principles of the conſtitution, are 
} guarantied by every member of the 
F confederacy. 

1 V. That a war entered into on ac- 
b count of one ſtate, ſhall be con- 
3 2 ſidered 
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| ſidered as the cauſe of the whole, 
and proſecuted accordingly. 


VI. That the contingencies of the 
different ſtates be fixed by a proper 
valuation, to increaſe according to 
their improvement. The revenue 
to be paid into the Exchequer of 
each ſtate, and the executive of- 
ficers to be anſwerable for its be- 
ing applied to the uſes for which 


it was granted. 


VII. That as it is the intereſt of the 
confederate ſtates to promote the 
greatneſs each of the others; the 
weſtern empire ſhall allow the im- 
portation of the produce and ma- 
nufactures of Britain, duty free, 
and lay a duty of 15 per Cent. on 
all foreign goods imported, to be 
increaſed as they ſhall ſee fit; 
likewiſe a duty of 15 per Cent. on 
all dyes, raw materials for manu- 
factures, and a high duty on naval 

ſtores, 
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ſtores, exported other than to Great 
Britain: and as Britain, from the 


embarraſſment of her finances, can- 


not allow the importation of all 
articles duty free, thoſe that are 
taxed ſhall be at 15 per Cent. leſs 


than from any other nation. 


VIII. When any acceſſion is made 


to the confederacy, by conqueſt or 
conſent, ſuch acceſſion is to be 
formed into a new ſtate or ſtates, 
of the extent of from two to three 
hundred thoufand ſquare miles 
each, having reſpect to natural boun- 
daries, and to be put under the 
ſame government, and received as 
another member of the confede- 
ration. 
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